SPH4U: Coulomb’s Law


A softcopy of this handout can be found in the student pick up folder

This activity will make use of the computer animations called Gizmo’s found at www.explorelearning.com.  For login instructions, go to the student pick up folder on your school account, look under Science – Doig – How to set up your explorelearning account.

When you are registered for your proper class, and all signed in, go the Pith Ball Lab Gizmo.  Open the Exploration Guide and work through those exercises.  Feel free to make any notes, even in a Word doc, for future reference.  You can even cut and paste the Exploration Guide into a Word doc, save it, complete it and email it to yourself.

Upon completion, get together with your group to complete the final section of this sheet.

SPH4U: Coulomb’s Law Group Sheet


1. If you and your group were working on this in a lab, how could you put a charge on a pith ball?

2. Consider the picture on the back of this page.  In this Gizmo, the masses of the two pith balls are always equal to each other.  If they were not the same, what would the effect be?  Explain your answer.

3. Using the picture on the back of this sheet, determine the mass of the pith balls, and the value of q1.  Your solution must include a FBD.  The scale of the picture is 1:10.
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